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óThe Murray-Darling Basin Commission ï

Leading Water Reform in Australiaô



Å14% of Australia

Å1 Million Square Kilometers

ÅOver 2 Million People

ÅMajor river systems:

-Murray River 2530 km

-Darling River 2740 km



MDB / Canada Size Comparison



Major Storages:

Hume Dam 

(3038 GL)

Dartmouth Dam 

(3906 GL)

Lake Eucumbene

(4800 GL)



A Highly Regulated River System
$2 billion AUD of Infrastructure



A Record Drought

10 years November 1996 ïMarch 2007

Key River Murray 

Catchment Area



Total River Murray System Inflows (excluding Darling River)
Modelled Annual Inflows - current conditions
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Long-term Average Inflow (9 100 GL/yr)

Average Inflows during Drought Periods

4 900 GL/yr 4 800 GL/yr5 600 GL/yr

Total Murray System Inflows

?



River Murray Inflows

Total Inflows to the River Murray (excluding Snowy)

Long Term Average and Selected Years
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How Critical is the Situation?

ÅStorages are at record lows

ÅInflows are at record lows

ÅThrough the ówettestô part of the year

ÅSmall chance of avg inflows for 07/08

ÅIt will take multiple years to recover 

storage

ÅThe outlook is grim

ÅThe impacts on communities, irrigators and 

the environment will be significant



One independent president

Two commissioners from each Government

Federal NSW VIC SA QLD ACT

Six Governments

Community 

Advisory 

Committee

MurrayïDarling Basin Commission

Commission Office

Technical and Administrative Secretariat

MDBC Structure

MurrayïDarling Basin Ministerial Council



Community 

Advisory 

Committee

MurrayïDarling Basin Commission

MurrayïDarling Basin Ministerial Council

River Murray 

Water 

Committee

Natural 

Resource 

Management 

Committee

The Living 

Murray 

Committee

Commission 

Strategy 

Committee

Many lower-level óInter-jurisdictionalô 

committees are in place, each with ownership 

of a specific area of MDBC Business

Audit and 

Compliance 

Committee
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MDBC Governance



The MDBC has many 

óOn the Groundô Successes 

Day to Day River Management:

1. River Operations 4. Interstate Water Trade

2. Asset Management 5. Drought Contingency Planning

3. Water Accounting

Sustainable Resource Management:

6. The Cap on Diversions 7. Basin Salinity Management

7. The Living Murray 10. Native Fish Strategy

8. Water Quality Monitoring

Planning for the Future:

11. Sustainable Rivers Audit 14. Risks to Shared Water Resources

12. Northern Basin Project 15. Water Policy Development

13. Integrated Basin Reporting



The Cap on Diversions
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Total Basin Government Storage Capacity (GL)

Total Basin Diversions (GL)

Total Basin Diversions (GL)

1994



The Cap on Diversions

ñThe Cap limits extractions at the 93/94 levels

of developmentò



Basin Salinity Management Strategy

Salt Interception Scheme

Salt interception schemes remove over 500 000 

tonnes of salt, from the River, annually


