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| MDB / Canada Size Comparison




Rainfall Distribution in the Basin
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Major Storages:
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A Highly Regulated River System

$2 billion AUD of Infrastructure
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A Record Drought

10 years November 1996 i March 2007

Australian Government
Bureau of Meteorology

Rainfall Decile Ranges
Highest on
Record

Very Much
Above Average

89 Above Average

4-7 Average

2-3 Below Average

Very Much
Below Average

Lowest on

Key River Murré

Australian Rainfall Deciles i}

1 November 1996 to 31 March 2007 E} CatCh ment Area
Distribution Based on Gridded Data ®
Product of the National Climate Centre

© Comenonwoalth of Australis 2007, Australian Bureau of Maleceology o Issud. Q3042007




Total Murray System Inflows

LA Total River Murray System Inflows (excluding Darling River)
Modelled Annual Inflows - current conditions
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River Murray Inflows

Total Inflows to the River Murray (excluding Snowy)
Long Term Average and Selected Years
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How Critical 1s the Situation?

Storages are at record lows

AInflows are at record lows
AThrough the O6wettes
A Small chance of avg inflows for 07/08

At will take multiple years to recover
storage

A The outlook is grim

A The impacts on communities, irrigators and
the environment will be significant



MDBC Structure

Six Governments
Federal NSW VIC SA QLD ACT

Murrayi Darling Basin Ministerial Council

Murrayi Darling Basin Commission Community
One independent president Advisory

Two commissioners from each Government Committee

Commission Office

Technical and Administrative Secretariat



MDBC Governance
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The MDBC has many
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BASIN
CONBMISSION

Day to Day River Management:
1. River Operations

2. Asset Management

3. Water Accounting

4. Interstate Water Trade
5. Drought Contingency Planning

Sustainable Resource Management:
6. The Cap on Diversions

7. The Living Murray

8. Water Quality Monitoring

7. Basin Salinity Management
10. Native Fish Strategy

Planning for the Future:

11. Sustainable Rivers Audit
12. Northern Basin Project
13. Integrated Basin Reporting

14. Risks to Shared Water Resources
15. Water Policy Development




The Cap on Diversions
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The Cap on Diversions

NThe Cap |l imits extracti on
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Basin Salinity Management Strategy

Salt interception schemes rﬁmve over 500 000
tonnes of salt, from the River, annually
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@ Salt Interception Scheme



