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Anniversaries are a time of reflection – but more than that, they’re an opportunity for action.
The Canada West Foundation’s 50th anniversary this year has been a chance for us to
envision where we want to go, as a foundation, as a region and as a country, and what
we need to do to get there.
At our core, we believe that Canada’s strength comes from its diversity, that we are better
when build upon the best in all provinces and regions. But that’s easier said than done.
Fifty years ago, the Canada West Foundation was established by thoughtful Canadians
from across the West and across political perspectives. They shared a conviction that “the
West had an even greater contribution to make to Confederation that would benefit Canada
and Canadian unity,” as the Hon. James A. Richardson said at the time. Their goal was to
amplify the West’s distinct voice, and in turn, help build a stronger Canada.
In those 50 years the West has grown in population, wealth and influence. It has been a
time of major political, economic and social change. Whole new industries have arisen that
didn’t exist then. And the Canada West Foundation has been part of that great evolution.
The next 50 years promise no less change and even greater challenges for the federation.
New clean tech industries, an increasingly responsible and responsive resource sector,
changing international markets and the skills the West needs to thrive are all at the top of
today’s Canada West Foundation agenda – as is the need for greater cooperation among
federal, provincial and municipal governments.
We don’t promise any easy solutions to any of the challenges faced by the West.
But we do promise to do the work to find useful, workable solutions.
As we look to the horizon for our next 50 years, this is what guides us:
Question the status quo. Ask hard questions. Look at the facts even if they don’t align
with our assumptions and then follow where the evidence leads us.
When we find solutions – real, fact-checked and evidence-based – we promise to
share them far and wide with members of the public, business leaders, decision-makers
and more, even when it’s a tough sell. All this, in pursuit of good public policy and
a bright future for people across the West and all of Canada.
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We are proud that over the past 50 years our research has gained the ear of premiers,
prime ministers and other politicians of all political stripes; commanded the attention
of business and community leaders; and informed and engaged members of the public
across the West and Canada. We know we’ve made a difference in the West.
2020 had no shortage of big issues for us to tackle, including the future of responsible
energy; the West’s trade relations with the United States and China; how to respond to the
upheaval of the global pandemic and the changing world of work, including how to transfer
skills and competencies between jobs. We published 14 reports, 11 What Now? policy briefs,
and 39 newsletter briefs on China, Energy Innovation and the Future of Work and Learning.
We hosted seven virtual events that brought together hundreds of participants from across
the West, Canada and abroad, gave 26 presentations, did 163 media interviews and wrote
51 op-eds that were published in major papers.
THANK YOU for your support that has enabled us to do that work.
Sound public policy demands a healthy dose of skepticism about the status quo –
but it requires optimism, too. It is our honour and privilege to work towards a better future
for the West and all of Canada, this year, the next 50 and beyond.
Together, we boldly go.
Gary G. Mar, QC		
President and CEO
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Raymond D. Crossley
Chair of the Board

Financial
Highlights
2020
canada west foundation

December 31, 2020 with comparative figures for 2019*
			

Net Assets

2020		

2019

$

9,454,444

$

9,248,611

Revenues
(Donations, grants, special projects)

$

1,909,751

$

1,720,456

Operating Expenses

$

2,102,142

$

2,197,113

Annual Operating Transfer from Endowment

$

440,000

$

400,000

Operating surplus (deficit)

$

247,609

$

(76,657)

operating highlights

*2020 audited financial statements available July 2020 | cwf.ca/about-us/annual-reports
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Our 2020
In 2020, our work reached political leaders,
policy-makers, media and members of the
public across Western Canada, the country
as a whole and abroad, including those who
told us that that they refer to our analyses and
recommendations often. It landed in the halls
of provincial legislatures and the House of
Commons, as far away as Canada’s Embassy
in China, and of course during the pandemic,
on the screens of numerous work-from-home
offices across the country.
Responsible energy for the future
We investigated how ESG can play a credible role in
responsible energy production, studied how public policy
can be used to attract transition finance for future-fit
hydrocarbons and published a major report on performance
management in Canadian resource sectors – all part
of working toward a sustainable, responsible approach
to energy development.

Carbon and climate policies
that support prosperity
From greenhouse gas reduction legislation and regulations
across Canada to a clear guide on the implications of the
new Clean Fuel Standard, our work helped ensure that
carbon and climate policies consider both environmental
sustainability and economic prosperity.
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The United States
The new NAFTA and new administration will not resolve
all trade tensions with the U.S.; our work showed
how states and provinces can cooperate to improve
the economic competitiveness of western North America
in key areas, including energy and climate change,
COVID recovery and agriculture.

Rediscovering other markets
We modelled and identified detailed HS 6-digit product
level export opportunities based on Japan’s tariff
reductions under the CPTPP – data that can be used to
identify specific opportunities in existing agreements
that Western Canadian businesses can take advantage
of to grow exports strategically.

Getting to market
Getting to go
Our work, including the popular Energy Innovation Brief
launched in 2020, examined the energy innovation system
and what is needed to ensure innovation will thrive.

Canada’s trade infrastructure requires significant
upgrades. We are set to release a strategic infrastructure
framework so that Canada can get the products
it needs to market in an efficient and effective way.

Skills and competencies
Getting things built in Canada
The effects of new impact assessment legislation and the
tanker ban are being felt in Canada and we continued
to evaluate new developments and respond in the media
and elsewhere on what to do to ensure the smooth
functioning of project development that is both effective
and responsible.

With the world of work changing, and in-demand skills
and competencies often transferable between jobs,
we produced work on how Labour Market Information,
a pan-Canadian competency framework, modular
credentials and digital skills can assist both workers
and the workforce in that transformation.

Digital strategies for economic growth
Global trade
China
Exports to Canada’s second-largest trading partner
continue to grow, even amid political tensions. Our work,
including an in-depth analysis of agricultural trade widely
circulated across Western Canada, Ottawa and China,
provided evidence that we need to do more when it comes
to managing the economic rise of China.
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Every job is a digital job and strong digital skills and
broadband internet have become table stakes for success
for much of the workforce. We published work on how
provinces can build broadband infrastructure and digital
skills to improve social and economic outcomes for
people in rural and remote communities.

Our Impact

7

hosted
events

163

media
interviews

39 26
briefs

speaking
engagements

14 11
reports

what now?
policy briefs

51 151K
op-eds

webpage
views

1919

media mentions
(broadcast, print, online)

2020 what now?
policy briefs

2020 reports

Hot Take: What is the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership and what does it
mean for Western Canada?

More than the Usual Suspects: Western
Canadian Export Opportunities to Japan
under the CPTPP
Sharon Sun and Carlo Dade

A New Energy Future for
Inactive Wells: Survey results

Upgrade: Towards a Rural Digital
Economic Strategy
Janet Lane and Sarah Pittman

Is the Time Right for
Nuclear Energy?
The Need to Review Canada’s
Fiscal Stabilization Program
for Provinces after COVID-19
COVID-19’s Effect on
Energy and Emissions – and
Implications for the Future
Sustainable Canadian
Agriculture: Canada’s solution
for a global problem
British Columbia’s Export
Opportunities in Japan
Manitoba’s Export
Opportunities in Japan
Saskatchewan’s Export
Opportunities in Japan
Alberta’s Export
Opportunities in Japan
Trade (Assistance)
Diversification

2020 Confederation of Tomorrow:
Survey of Canadians: Regional Perspectives
on the Economy and Climate Change
Canada West Foundation, Environics and partners
A Compendium of GHG Reduction and
Legislation and Regulations Across Canada
Marla Orenstein and Jade McLean
2020 Confederation of Tomorrow:
Survey of Canadians: The Division of Powers
and Resources
Canada West Foundation, Environics and partners
Performance Management and the Oil Sands:
Lessons from Canadian Resource Sectors
Paul Griss, Marla Orenstein and Colleen Collins
2020 Confederation of Tomorrow: Survey of
Canadians: Identity, Values and Language
Canada West Foundation, Environics and partners
When Interests Converge: Agriculture as a Basis
of Re-engagement with China
Carlo Dade and Sharon Zhengyang Sun
When Interests Converge: Agriculture as a Basis
of Re-engagement with China | Appendices
Carlo Dade and Sharon Zhengyang Sun
A Citizen’s Guide to the Clean Fuel Standard
Marla Orenstein and Jade McLean
2020 Confederation of Tomorrow:
Survey of Canadians: Indigenous –
Non-Indigenous Relations
Canada West Foundation, Environics and partners

6 canada west foundation

Looking
Forward
2021

2021 marks Canada West Foundation’s
50th anniversary. Among the celebrations,
in the first half of the year we launched
a major project, Our West, exploring
and celebrating stories that have shaped
Western Canada. These stories will be
told on our website throughout the year.
Looking ahead, our work in 2021 includes how to:

Remain competitive in times of change
• Carbon and climate policies that benefit the West
• Responsible energy for the future
• Profiting from cleantech innovation

Establish trade, investment and trade infrastructure
for 2021 and beyond
• The West’s relations with its largest trade partners, the U.S. and China
• Rediscovering other markets
• Improving Canada’s trade infrastructure to get to market

Build needed workforce skills and competencies
• Effective and efficient workforce development
• Solutions to workplace transition, particularly amid massive workforce disruption
• The role of micro credentials in the skills economy
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Thank you to our
2020-2021 supporters

Members ($5,000+)
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Alberta Pork
Alberta Real Estate Foundation
ARC Financial
Maurice Bundon
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association
Chevron Canada

Champions ($50,000+)

Patrons ($25,000+)

Builders ($10,000+)

Arthur J.E. Child Foundation
Endowment Fund at the
Calgary Foundation

CN

Alberta Wheat Commission

Jim Dinning and Evelyn Main

ATCO

Dr. Audrey Doerr

Cenovus

Energy Futures Lab/
The Natural Step Canada
Export Development Canada

Canadian Construction Association

David Dzisiak

Canpotex

EPAC

CAPP

Glacier FarmMedia

Government of Canada,
Trade Commissioner Service
Imperial

Government of Canada,
International Economic Policy
Bureau, Global Affairs

Hal Kvisle

Martha Hall Findlay

Ron Wallace

Honey Bee Manufacturing Ltd.

Western Canada Road Builders
& Heavy Construction Association

Ian MacGregor

Enbridge

Government of Canada,
Privy Council Office

Government of Alberta

Shell Canada

Government of Canada,
Essential Skills Initiative

Vancouver Fraser Port Authority

Government of Canada,
Innovation, Science and
Economic Development
Government of Canada, Western
Economic Diversification

Manitoba Pork
Gary G. Mar, Q.C.

Husky Energy

Rod McLennan, Q.C.

Max Bell Foundation

James A. Richardson

Ovintiv

Saskatchewan Pork

Richardson Family

Sask Heavy Construction Assoc.

Suncor

TELUS

Anonymous

Ty Lund Family Foundation
WESTAC
Anonymous
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Board Members
officers

honorary chair

directors

Blair Lekstrom

Raymond D. Crossley
Chair of the Board

James K. Gray, O.C.

Suzanne Anton, Q.C.

Charles N. Loewen

chair emeritus

Larry Blain

Steve MacDonald

James (Jim) Dinning, C.M.

R.W. (Dick) Carter

Jack Mintz

Raymond D. Crossley

Doug Moen, Q.C.

Kevin Doherty

Mariette Mulaire

Dan Doyle

Robin Silvester

Diane Gray

Paul Vogt

Nancy Hopkins, Q.C.

Ron Wallace

Edward S. Kennedy

James Wilson

Brenda Kenny

Deborah Yedlin

Gary G. Mar, Q.C.
President and CEO
R.W. (Dick) Carter
Corporate Treasurer
Nancy Hopkins, Q.C.
Vice-Chair, SK
Charles N. Loewen
Vice-Chair, MB
Robin Silvester
Vice-Chair, BC
Ron Wallace
Vice-Chair, AB

Geoff Plant, Q.C.

As a donor-supported think tank, we couldn’t achieve the impact that we do without our supporters. Join the Canada West Foundation Family.
Your support makes a difference to the West – and all of Canada.

Canada West Foundation is a registered Canadian charitable organization incorporated under federal charter. (#11882 8698 RR 0001)

donors 2020-july2021

Coril Holdings

Dentons Canada LLP

